Spring Grove Residents' Association

Minutes of the AGM – 27 April 2006, Parish Hall
  

PRESENT

Chairman:    Alan Leeds   Treasurer:  Karol Smal     Secretary:
Jackie Steinitz
Committee members:  Patrick Rayner, Gordon Bell, Andrew  Jordan, Jill Collis, Phil Chapman
Residents:  Approximately 30
Guests:  PC Sharon Bailey and PC Matt Cefai (Grove Ward Safer Neighbourhood Team), Mark Horne (Kingston University Students’ Union General Manager),  Chris Ford (KUSU, VP Support) , Councillors Chrissie Hitchcock, and Bart Ricketts, (Councillors for Grove Ward)


1.    Apologies for Absence
From Ed Davey MP (who normally attends but was appearing tonight on BBC’s Question Time) and Councillor Rachel O’Connor. 


2.   Minutes of the 2005 AGM
These were approved. (Proposer:  Karol Smal,   Seconder: Gordon Bell)

3.   Chairman's Report

It has been another busy year in the community with several events of note :

	Event
	Date
	Organiser
	Funds raised (approx)

	Jumble sale
	May
	SGRA + St. John’s Church
	£200

	Hogsmill Blue Bridge party
	June
	Special committee/Hogsmill Action Group
	Non-profit

	Summer barbeque
	September
	SGRA
	Non-profit making

	Cole Porter evening
	October
	Spring Grove Fringe 
	£981 (£600 given to Homestart)

	Quiz
	October
	Joan McConn/LEAH
	Learn English at Home £900

	Food and wine quiz
	December
	Mike Charlton/SGF
	£500

	Wizard of Oz
	February
	Spring Grove Fringe 
	£1092

	Barn dance
	February
	SGRA
	£200



The committee has again been active on a number of issues.  As usual it has:
· kept contact with the councillors, the MP, the university and the police and other local residents associations on a number of issues.

· attended the open meetings which have been held by the police 
· monitored all the planning applications in the area 

· organised a number of events (see table above).
· delivered 5 issues of Springboard to all residents in the area.  

· continued to run the website 


Additionally in the last year:
 

· There is now a representative for the SGRA on Kingston Conservation Area Advisory Committee (CAAC) 
· The committee has kept abreast and involved with the plans by the university to sell the Knights Park site to developers – though in recent weeks it has been announced that these plans have been shelved now that Surrey County Council are keeping County Hall.
· The committee was involved in the applications to change the licensing hours of  the four pubs/bars in the area (Spring Grove, Kelly Arms, Duke of Buckingham and Knights Park bar).  In each case the committee distributed fliers to alert residents of the changes, invited comments, sent letters to represent the views of the residents and then presented at the hearings of the Council licensing committee.
Thank you very much to Jill Collis, Charlotte Stockley and Rachel Rafter for all their contributions to the community while on the committee – they have resigned because of pressure of other commitments.   And thank you to all who organised, were involved with and supported the local events.  Thank you especially to Joan McConn and the Parish Hall committee for all their work associated with the hall particularly with the improvements to the hall (to the floor and outside brickwork).  Finally thank you to the committee.

3.  Treasurer's Report

Income totalled £545.11 generated primarily from advertising receipts from Springboard (£205), the barn dance (£198) and the jumble sale (£101).   Expenditure totalled £433.78 of which Springboard costs plus other administrative expenses were the largest item (£257) followed by annual public liability insurance (£124).  Income thus exceeded expenditure by £111.33.

At 31 March 2006 the SGRA had an accumulated fund of £646.23.  The accounts have been audited.  

4.  Election of the Committee
All posts were unopposed.
Chairman:  Alan Leeds (Proposer : Joan McConn, Seconder : Debbie)

Treasurer: Karol Smal (Proposer :, Phil Chapman  Seconder : Gordon Bell)  Secretary: Jackie Steinitz  (Proposer Karol Smal. Seconder : Gill Hardy) 
Committee Members; Patrick Rayner, Gordon Bell, Deborah Robinson, Phil Chapman and Andrew Jordan all offered themselves for re-election. (proposed by Joan McConn, seconded by Debbie).   Amy Rieseborough (Lingfield Rd), Mike Harris (Grove Lane) and Natasha Logan (Nicholoson Mews) have agreed to join (Proposer Karol Smal : Seconder Jackie Steinitz).  


5.   Introduction of Guests  
The Chairman introduced the guests (see list on page 1) and thanked them for attending.


6.   Community Policing  (PC Sharon Bailey)


A new Safer Neighbourhoods Team (SNT) for Grove Ward was launched on April 3rd.  The team is a dedicated team of police officers for the community which will deal with ‘low-level’ crime such as anti-social behaviour, graffiti, noise, yobs or vandalism.  The team is dedicated to the residential area of Grove Ward and is separate from the two teams for Kingston Town Centre.  Emergencies/999 calls will continue to be dealt with separately.  The Grove Ward team comprises four officers; Sgt Matthew Smith, PC Sharon Bailey, PC Matthew Cefai and PCSO Greg Ward.  There is a new contact number 020-8721-5895.    


One of the objectives of an SNT is for the residents themselves to set priorities.  The SNT will therefore be setting up a neighbourhood panel comprising about 10-12 representatives from the community which will meet with the police periodically to discuss issues and priorities.  The SNT are looking for volunteers to be on the panel (the SGRA have asked to have representation).

The SNT are also hoping to set up a neighbourhood watch scheme which will be co-ordinated by PCSO Greg Ward.   This will require a co-ordinator per street to liaise with neighbours so that all can work with and take care of each other.  Again the SNT are looking for volunteers – at least one from each street.

The next open meeting will be on 31 May at Kingston University.

Action:  The SGRA to publish the request for volunteers for the neighbourhood panel and the neighbourhood watch scheme in Springboard and on the Newsletter.

Issues raised in the subsequent Q+A session included:
· Recent instances of car vandalism
· Speeding along Portland Rd, Grove Lane and Lingfield Ave:  residents asked for action to stop this, either bigger speed humps or police speed traps.

· Security issues on Portland Rd and the possibility of a CCTV camera
7.  University Issues (Mark Horne)

Knights Park Bar


· The management of KUSU (Kingston University Students’ Union) have taken a number of steps to try to minimise noise from the Knights Park Bar.  There is new signage, rules about opening doors and windows in the bar and a SSHH (Silent Students Happy Homes) campaign. 
· One of the biggest concerns is the dissipation of students at the end of the evening.  The university is only allowed to ‘police’ the students to the edge of the licensed premises.  At the moment the students have to go from the bar onto Portland Rd before going into the Middle Mill halls of residence.  MH is trying to arrange for an alternative route along the bridge which would improve the situation for residents of Portland Road.

· The Knights Park bar has won a national award recently for corporate social responsibility.  The Penryhn Rd bar is not used very much and is generally shut by 8pm on most nights through lack of use though it is used for functions from time to time.

· MH has agreed to put his email address and contact phone number in Springboard and on the website.   If there are issues he would prefer to deal with them immediately rather than residents waiting for months to report them at the AGM.

· It was noted that in general it is only a few students who spoil the reputation of the majority.

Speeding by University Bus Drivers
· Concerns were raised about speeding by the university bus drivers.  MH has agreed to report these concerns back.  The current contract with the bus company is up for renewal shortly and so it may be possible to stipulate clauses in the new contract.

8. Councillors  (Councillor Chrissie Hitchcock)

There are two key issues for local residents:

K+20:  Designing Our Future Together

The K+20 initiative is the plan for Kingston for the next 20 years.  A 124-page consultation document is available on CD; CH bought a number of copies for residents to take away.  The plan is very important to Kingston and the Council are eager for comments.    Comments must be sent in by 19 May.  (Note if you would like a copy of the CD please contact either a member of the committee or Kingston Council directly).

Knights Park

Even though the sale of Knights Park by the university has been shelved in recent weeks the Council still requires a development brief for the Knights Park site while its future is uncertain to provide guidance on future uses and development.  It is deemed “an important and sensitive site with surrounding residential and conservation areas”.

The proposed timetable is:
· 8 May – 12 June:  5 week public consultation on “Issues and Options”, and the drafting of the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report.


· 15 and 16 May:  Walk-in surgeries at St John’s School  where Council planning and highway officers will answer questions from local residents on the proposed issues and options


· 12 June – End August:  Draft Planning Brief:  Analyse responses and prepare draft Planning and Urban Design Brief,  Sustainability Appraisal report etc.

· End August – early October:  6 week public consultation on draft briefs.  Report to Kingston Town Neighbourhood Committee.


· Early October – Mid December:  adoption of brief.  Analyse responses, finalise brief and seek executive approval to adopt the brief. 


One resident asked a question concerning the cost of the repeated vandalism to the fence of Hugh Herland house and asked whether it would be cost-effective to replace it with an iron bar fence.  CH agreed to investigate the issue.

